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Environment Texas is a nonpartisan organization that combines independent research, practical ideas and 
tough-minded advocacy to overcome the opposition of powerful special interests and win real results for Texas’s 
environment. We have compiled this legislative scorecard as a tool to educate Texas citizens about the voting 
records of their elected officials.   
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Of the hundreds of bills voted on by the 86th Legislature, we identified a few key votes that will have the greatest 
impact on Texas’ environment and public health. Short descriptions of each bill can be found below, and more details 
are available on our website.  http://www.EnvironmentTexas.org 

Not sure who represents you? 
Go to  https://wrm.capitol.texas.gov/home  to learn the names of your representative and senator.

Votes In This Scorecard

 1. Fracking Wastewater: HB 2771                         

Pro-environment Vote:  Nay 
HB 2771 (Lozano) sets the stage for allowing oil and 
gas companies to discharge fracking wastewater in 
to our rivers and aquifers. The bill was signed by the 
Governor.

 2. State Parks: SJR 24                       

Pro-environment Vote:  Yay 

SJR 24 (Kolkhorst) would amend the Texas 
constitution to guarantee sales taxes on sporting 
goods go to fund our state and local parks. The 
measure will now go before voters in the November 
2019 general election.

 3. Environmental Enforcement: HB 2826                      

Pro-environment Vote:  Nay 
HB 2826 (Bonnen, G) requires local governments 
to get permission from the Attorney General before 
hiring attorneys on a contingency fee, a move which 
could limit the ability of local governments to sue 
polluters. The bill was signed by the Governor.

 4. Recycling: SB 649                         

Pro-environment Vote:  Yay 

SB 649 (Zaffirini) directs the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality (TCEQ) to develop a plan to 
stimulate the use of recyclable materials as feedstock 
in processing and manufacturing. The bill passed and 
takes effect on 9/1/19.

 5. Concrete Plants: HB 907                          

Pro Environment vote:  Yay 

HB 907 (Huberty) authorizes TCEQ to increase 
inspections of aggregate (a component of concrete) 
production facilities and assess higher penalties for 
violations. The bill was signed by the Governor.

 6. Clean Air: HB 3745               

Pro-environment Vote:  Yay   
HB 3745 (Bell) authorizes TCEQ to fully use fees 
collected for clean air to fund the Texas Emissions 
Reduction Plan (TERP). The bill was signed by the 
Governor.

 7. Green Infrastructure: HB 1059                       

Pro-environment Vote:  Yay 

HB 1059 (Lucio) directs TCEQ to produce a biennial 
report on green stormwater infrastructure. The bill 
was vetoed by the Governor. 

 8(h). Oil subsidies: HJR 82                         

Pro-environment Vote:  Nay 

HJR 82 (Craddick) would have directed additional state 
funds to build roads to support oil and gas production. 
The measure passed the House but died in the Senate.

 8 (s). Oil Accidents: SB 185                      

Pro-environment Vote:  Yay 

SB 185 (Miles) would have required oil and gas 
companies to immediately notify TCEQ upon the event 
of fire, leak, or spill and TCEQ to then notify the public 
of an uncontrolled release of a substance that may 
significantly endanger human health. The bill passed 
the Senate but died in the House.

 9(h).  Oil Subsidies: HB 2545                        

Pro-environment Vote:   Nay 

HB 2545 (Guillen) would have created incentives for 
oil and gas companies to dump their wastewater in 
rivers and aquifers. The bill passed the House but died 
in the Senate

 9(s).  Renewable Energy: Amendment to HB 3143 

Pro-environment Vote:   Nay 

Amendment 4 (Hall), which failed, would have 
discriminated against wind and solar energy in the 
state’s economic development program.

 10(h) . Landfills: HB 1331                                              

Pro-environment Vote:  Yay 

HB 1331 (Thompson) increases fees on landfills, 
discouraging fly by night operators. The bill was 
signed by the Governor.

 10(s) . Renewable Energy: SB 2232                        

Pro-environment Vote:   Nay 

SB 2232 (Hancock) would have discriminated against 
wind and solar energy in a study on energy subsidies. 
The bill passed the Senate but died in the House.
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Scorecard Key (+)
(–)

Vote for the environment 
Vote against the environment

Present, Not Voting
Excused from Vote

Unexcused Absence 
from Vote

(A) (P) 
(E) 


